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New Zealand World War l   Pat-
riotic Societies 

 

During the First World War children 
were encouraged to be cheerful and 
helpful, to help ease the worry and sor-
row of the wives and mothers of sol-
diers. Many patriotic societies began to 
support the soldiers, families, and or-
phaned children. Children were encour-
aged to join in and fundraise or make 
items for the soldiers. These included 
collecting bottles, growing vegetables, 
selling eggs, singing songs, and per-
forming plays. 
 

In 1914, a little girl from Feilding gave 
away her pet lamb to the national patri-
otic fund, which raised 36 pounds from 
its sale, before returning the lamb to the 
little girl. Children made handkerchiefs 
for the soldiers; they learnt to knit socks 
and scarves for the soldiers and rolled 
bandages for First Aid kits; they donated 
some of their pocket money and helped 
buy equipment for departing soldiers. 
 

Much of this work was organized and 
directed by schools and teachers. In 
1918, Auckland and Wellington Schools 
challenged each other to build a train of 
pennies along the North Island Main 
Trunk Line from one city or town, to the 
other. The income from this contest 
went to the British Red Cross Society. 
 

Some groups held knitting Bees to knit 
socks, scarves and balaclavas; they 
knitted garments for the armed forces. A 
major undertaking was a request to knit 
500 pairs of socks. Wool and instruc-
tions were provided. They made gloves 
for the RNZAF. Other items included 
capes and jackets, slippers, cotton bags 
for hairbrushes.  
 

The Women’s Division sent reading mat-
ter and Christmas cheer to the watch 
stations on the East Coast; they made 
and sent clothes to refugee chil 
 
 

dren and gift parcels. A spinning group 
provided woolen comforts for the crews 
of New Zealand minesweepers contrib-
uting 68 scarves, 123 pairs of mittens, 
62 balaclavas, 77 pairs of socks, and 44 
caps to wear under tin hats and 30 pull-
overs. Another district sent 148 hot wa-
ter bottle covers, 122 eye bandages, 
and singlets. Another knitting group knit-
ted up 1,965 skeins of wool during 1941 
and for the first few months the mem-
bers used needles made of fencing wire, 
owing to the difficulty of buying suitable 
needles at that time. 
 

A short poem, written by Lady Liverpool, 
wife of Governor Lord Liverpool who 
inspired women and children throughout 
New Zealand to contribute to the war 
effort. 

For the Empire and for Freedom 
We all must do our bit; 

The men go forth to battle, 
The women wait – and knit. 

 

Women’s League made hussifs or sew-
ing kits for the soldiers which contained 
many of the things soldiers would need, 
wool, thread, spare boot laces, safety 
pins, needles, buttons and much more. 
 

As New Zealanders we still do this to-
day. When disaster happens, we feel we 
‘have to do something’ and communities 
come together to support others. R H 
 

 
  

 The Remutaka Rail Incline Part 2 
 

The Fells covered about 30,000 miles per 
year. In a peak year which was 1906/07 it 
was 64,000 miles. 
 

In 1936 railcars were added for passengers 
and Leyland petrol engines and later die-
sels were used. They sped up the time for 
passenger traffic, being about one and a 
half hours less on the trip to Wellington. 
They were affectionally known as ‘Tin 
Hares’ and could take up to 36 passen-
gers, travelling up and down the incline at 
10 to 12 miles per hour. They did not use 
the centre line for traction but used it for 
braking. The designed top speed on nor-
mal rail was 60 mph or 96 kmph. 
 

Prior to 1880 carriages were pushed up the 
incline so that passengers were not sub-
jected to smoke in the tunnels. However, in 
1880 the wind at Siberia curve removed 
two carriages from the train, resulting in 
death and injuries of children and adults. A 
couple of goods wagons were blown off 
too. Eight years later a train was blown 
over Pigeon Bush, and in 1936 a railcar 
was blown off the line at Pigeon Bush also. 
 

In 1955, Chris Bland, the writer, was a pas-
senger on one of the last excursion trains 
and they had to stop to allow for repairs to 
a fell brake wagon and they missed their 
special lunch in Upper Hutt. ‘I remember 
standing at the back of our carriage looking 
straight at a Fell engine and feeling the 
smoke and steam and hearing the steady 
CHHHHOO CHHHHOO Ch Ch Ch Ch of  

 

the engine working. In fact, I have often 
used that sound to spur me on, tramping 
up steep tracks’. But not so fond was a 
memory of smoke coming in through the 
ventilators, windows, and door frames 
when the lights came on in the carriage, 
when going through a tunnel. It felt very 
spooky. 
 

In 1965/66 a mate and I walked from Cross 
Creek to the Summit and walking through 
the Summit Tunnel in the dark, in knee 
deep water. It was a bit daunting. On the 
way back we opted to go up and over the 
top, where we came across a ventilation 
shaft. 
 

The South Wairarapa Tramping Club’s in-
augural tramp was in 1980 with 33 persons  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

    

 Bailey Bridges 
 

During a Coach House Team Facilitators 
Zoom meeting with volunteers, the ques-
tion was posed, ‘Where did Bailey bridg-
es originate?’ 
 

A Bailey bridge is a type of portable, pre-
fabricated, truss bridge. It was devel-
oped in 1940-1941 by the British for mili-
tary use during the Second World War 
and was used extensively by British, Ca-
nadian and US military engineering 
units. The bridge has the advantage of 
requiring no special tools or heavy 
equipment to assemble. The wood and 
steel bridge elements were small and 
light enough to be carried on trucks and 
lifted into place by hand, without the use 
of a crane. When assembled they are 
strong enough to carry tanks. They con-
tinue to be used extensively in civil engi-
neering construction projects, to provide 
temporary crossings for pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic. 
 

The success of the Bailey bridge was 
due to the simplicity of the fabrication 
and assembly of its modular compo-
nents. They were made of standard steel 
alloys at several different factories. Once 
assembled the modular design allowed 
engineers to build each bridge to be as 
long and as strong as needed, doubling, 
or tripling the supportive side panels. 
 

The basic bridge consists of three main 
parts. The strength is provided by the 
panels on the sides, which are ten foot 
long, five-foot high, cross braced rectan-
gles that each weigh 570 pounds, and 
can be lifted by six men. The panel is 
constructed of welded steel. The top and 
bottom cord of each panel had interlock-
ing male and female lugs into which en-
gineers could inset panel connecting 
pins. The floor of the bridge consists of 
wooden planking which is placed on top 
of the stringers to provide a roadbed. 
Later in the war the wooden planking  
 

 
was covered with steel plates which 
were more resistant to damage from 
tank tracks. 
 

After one section was completed, it was 
typically pushed over rollers on the 
bridgehead and another section was 
built behind it. Footways can be installed 
on the outside of the side panels. 
 

The inventor, Donald Bailey, was a civil 
servant in the British War Office and 
building bridges was his interest. He 
drew an early prototype for a Bailey 
bridge before the war in 1936, but the 
idea was not acted upon. In 1940 he 
drew another proposal for the bridge on 
the back of an envelope and the Ministry 
of Supply requested that Bailey have a 
full-scale prototype completed. The de-
sign was tested at the Experimental 
Bridging Establishment in Dorset, Eng-
land. The first model was used to span a 
channel which cut through the nearby 
Stanpit Marshes, an area near the River 
Avon and the River Stour. The first bridg-
es were in military service by December 
1941. 
 

At least 2,500 Bailey bridges were built 
in Italy and another 2,000 elsewhere. 
Post war the longest Bailey bridge built 
crossed the Derwent River in Hobart, 
Tasmania, with others being built in Can-
ada, Australia, India, the United States, 
Ireland, and Belgium.  R H 
 

Excerpts from: Bailey Bridge, Wikipedia 
 

part. The track had only recently been opened by the Forest Service; the Siberia 
curve, a massive land fill had been washed away and the track at this point was a 
scramble. A bridge now provides a level crossing. 
 

With thanks to Chris Bland who wrote these memoirs. R H 

Pandemics 
 

Covid-19 Coronavirus has revived inter-
est in New Zealand’s worst disease out-
break, the lethal influenza pandemic that 
struck between October and December 
1918. In two months, New Zealand lost 
about as many people to influenza as it 
had in the whole of the First World War. 
No other event has killed so many New 
Zealanders in such a short time. By the 
time the pandemic eased in December, 
about 9,000 New Zealanders had died. In 
the Manawatu the death toll was 360 and 
at that time the population for New Zea-
land was 63,411. 
 

Communities responded to the crisis. 
Committees were established to coordi-
nate relief efforts and areas were divided 
into districts, each with its own depot. 
Many public facilities and businesses 
closed, and events and gatherings were 
postponed. Some individual businesses 
chose to close because of depleted staff 
members. With the medical workforce 
already stretched due to the war, volun-
teers filled the gaps in their local commu-
nity. 
 

One action taken in many towns or cities 
was to set up inhalation sprayers that 
dispersed a solution of zinc sulphate. 
Though medically useless, this was the 
only approved preventative known to 
New Zealand’s Public Health Depart-
ment. Most sprayers were set up in pub-
lic buildings. 
 

Doctors, nurses, chemists, and volun-
tary organizations such as the Red 
Cross, St John Ambulance and District 
Nursing associations all played crucial 
roles during the pandemic. Some wom-
en became lay nurses. Both men and  
women served on block committees’ 

 

answering phones, or checking on those 
reported to be ill. Still more people 
helped families, friends, and neighbours 
as best they could. People with a vehicle 
found themselves in demand to take food 
or medicine to stricken families, or to 
transport the sick, or to take away the 
dead for burial. 
 

Cures used at that time were alcohol, 
camphor bags, quinine tablets, garlic and 
onions, kerosene sprinkled on sugar, 
smoking of tobacco and the burning of 
sulphur and breathing in the fumes. 
 

On the 11
th
 of November 1918 people 

gathered to celebrate Armistice Day 
when the Allies signed an agreement 
with Germany. After that a second wave 
of influenza spread through the country. 
 

So, it seems there are lots of similarities 
between the 1918 and the 2020-2021 
pandemic. Just a few new words or ex-
pressions; contact tracing, Delta cases, 
linked, alert levels, vaccines, waste-water 
testing, lockdown, vaccination, MIQ, 
Managed Isolation and Quarantine, and 
hand sanitizer. R H 

 

 Mask wearing in the 1918 pandemic. 

 

Army assembling a Bailey bridge 


